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Standard-Navigation

Easily Through the Web

Project Goal

The goal of Standard-Navigation is to make navigating web sites easier by standardizing the
classic navigation bar across all web sites. This was achieved in two steps:

1. Standard-Sitemap: an XML file format
2. Standard-Navigation: an extension for the Firefox browser

Standard-Sitemap

The goal was to create an XML file format which allows the webmaster to represent the
hierarchical structure of the website.

The basic concept is the nesting of tags to indicate subordination of pages. If the website has
a home page, plus two (subordinate) pages, the outline of the Standard-Sitemap would be:

<item name="Home Page" ...
<item name="Page 1" ...

<item name="Page 2" ...

</item>

/>
/>
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Document Type Definition

<!-- DTD for version 1 Beta -->
<!ELEMENT sitemap (style+, (group|item|external)+)>
<!ATTLIST sitemap
baseurl CDATA #REQUIRED
xmlns CDATA "http://www.standard-sitemap.org/versionlbeta/"
lang CDATA #IMPLIED
type CDATA #IMPLIED
charset CDATA #IMPLIED
target CDATA #IMPLIED
>
<!ELEMENT style EMPTY>
<!ATTLIST style
url CDATA #REQUIRED
type CDATA #REQUIRED
replace CDATA #IMPLIED
>
<!ELEMENT group (group|item|variant|external)+>
<!ATTLIST group
name CDATA #IMPLIED
relation (none|sequence) "none"
description CDATA #IMPLIED
priority CDATA "0.5"
target CDATA #IMPLIED
lang CDATA #IMPLIED
type CDATA #IMPLIED
baseurl CDATA #IMPLIED
charset CDATA #IMPLIED
>
<!ELEMENT item (variant*, (group|item|external)*)>
<!ATTLIST item
url CDATA #IMPLIED
name CDATA #IMPLIED
description CDATA #IMPLIED
role (contact|contentinfol|search|legal) #IMPLIED
priority CDATA "0.5"
target CDATA #IMPLIED
lang CDATA #IMPLIED
type CDATA #IMPLIED
baseurl CDATA #IMPLIED
charset CDATA #IMPLIED
method (get|post) "get"
data CDATA #IMPLIED
>
<!ELEMENT variant EMPTY>
<!ATTLIST variant
url CDATA #IMPLIED
name CDATA #IMPLIED
description CDATA #IMPLIED
lang CDATA #IMPLIED
type CDATA #IMPLIED
charset CDATA #IMPLIED
data CDATA #IMPLIED
>
<!ELEMENT external EMPTY>
<!ATTLIST external
url CDATA #REQUIRED
baseurl CDATA #IMPLIED
lang CDATA #IMPLIED
type CDATA #IMPLIED
charset CDATA #IMPLIED
priority CDATA "0.5"
target CDATA #IMPLIED
>
<!ELEMENT externalsitemap (group|item|variant|external)+>
<!ATTLIST externalsitemap
baseurl CDATA #IMPLIED
lang CDATA #IMPLIED




type CDATA #IMPLIED
charset CDATA #IMPLIED
target CDATA #IMPLIED

The "role" Concept

This is certainly one of the coolest features introduced by Standard-Navigation. The idea is to
keep important links in the very same place, making them easier for the user to spot. These
role’s are defined:

e contact
e contentinfo: Central repository for all "background" information about the site,
especially legal information like imprint, terms and conditions, privacy policy, etc.)
e search: Use the website's own search script (instead of Google).
Example for a search script using GET:
<item role="search" url="search.php" data="q=%s" />
Example for a search script using POST:
<item role="search" url="search.php" method="post" data="q=%s" />

Example: Standard-Sitemap of www.barbrastreisand.com

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8" ?>

<sitemap baseurl="http://www.barbrastreisand.com/" lang="en" type="text/html" charset="iso-8859-1"
xmlns="http://www.standard-sitemap.org/versionlbeta/">

<style url="templates/default/style-for-sitemap.css" type="text/css"
replaces="templates/default/style.css" />

<item name="Home" url="index.php"> <!-- URL can be omitted, because it's equivalent to BaseURL -->
<!-- 'lang', 'type' & 'charset' are inherited from <sitemap> -->
<!-- A 'description' attribute for each <item> would be nice -->

<item name="Biography" url="index.php?page=bio" /> <!-- BaseURL is prefixed here -->

<item name="Tour" url="index.php?page=tourdates" />

<item name="Music" url="index.php?page=music" />

<item name="Film" url="index.php?page=£film" />

<item name="Television" url="index.php?page=tv" />

<item name="News" url="index.php?page=news" />

<item name="Gallery" url="index.php?page=photos&amp;ga=13" />

<item name="Statements" url="index.php?page=statements" />

<item name="Truth Alerts" url="index.php?page=truths" />

<item name="Links" url="index.php?page=links" />

<item name="Shop" url="http://barbrabtreisand.fanfire.com/artistName=Barbra+Streisand&amp;

sourceCode=BSTWEB" /> <!-- Full URL necessary, because not compatible with BaseURL -->

<item name="Auction" url="http://search.ebay.com/
_WOQQfgtpzlQOfrppZ25QQsassZstreisandQ2dstarwares" />

<!-- The two links at the bottom can be included as 'role's right away: -->

<item role="contentinfo" name="Copyright &amp; Terms of Use" url="index.php?page=terms" />

<item role="contact" name="Contact" url="index.php?page=contact" />
</item> <!-- end tag for home page -->

</sitemap>



Standard-Navigation

The goal of the Standard-Navigation extension for the Firefox browser is to display the
contents of the Standard-Sitemap XML-file in a clickable sidebar, thereby replacing the usual
built-in navigation bar.
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Download

The Firefox extension (as well as the complete Standard-Sitemap specification) can be
downloaded from our website www.standard-navigation.org



http://www.standard-navigation.org/

